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wars, its strict restrictions and limitations. The Hindus and
Mussalmans sail in the same boat. The dissatisfaction is common
to bcth and it is open to both to dissolve partnership with each
other. Either or both may also depose me from generalship. It is
purely a partnership at will. Finally I assure the correspondent
that, when I find that I cannot carry conviction home to the people,
I shall withdraw from the command myself.
OTHER IMPLICATIONS
I invite the reader to study the leading article of the week on
non-violence.1 The article became fairly long even with a discus-
sion of the main principles. I did not therefore discuss the im-
portant side issues in it but reserved them for the Notes.
Such for instance are the questions:
(1)    When can even individual civil disobedience be resumed?
(2)    What kind of violence will  stop  civil disobedience?
(3)     Is there room for self-defence in the limited conception
of non-violence ?
(4)    Supposing the Mussalmans or the Hindus  secede, can a
non-violent campaign be carried on by one   community   alone?
(5)    Supposing Hindus and Mussalmans  both reject me, what
would become of my preaching?
I shall take the questions seriatim. Civil disobedience, even
individual civil disobedience, requires a tranquil atmosphere. It
must not be commenced till the workers have assimilated the spirit
of non-violence and have procured a certificate of merit from the
co-operators whether English or Indian, i.e., till they have really
ceased to think ill of them. The surest test will be when our meet-
ings are purged of intolerance and our writings of bitterness. An-
other necessary test will be our serious handling of the constructive
programme, If we cannot settle down to it, to me it will be proof
positive of our disbelief in the capacity of non-violence to achieve
the purpose.
NON-VIOLENT ATMOSPHERE
It is not every kind of violence that will stop civil disobedience.
I should not be dismayed by family feuds even though they may
be sanguinary. Nor will the violence of robbers baffle me though
they would be to me an indication of the absence of general puri-
fication. It is political violence which must stop civil disobedience.
Chauri Ghaura was an instance of political violence. It arose
from a political demonstration which we should have avoided if
1 Vide "Non-violence", 9-3-1922.